CIIAPTKIl XLIX
THE FUTUKK OF AERIAL NAVIGATION
We may now say with truth that man lias at last realized his centuries-old aspiration. He has conquered the air. lie has successfully navigated the ocean of atmosphere which surrounds our earth. With persistence, ingenuity, courage, sacrifice, heroism,, devotion, loss of life and fortune, man has kept at his task, advancing little by little, step by step, toward the ultimate triumph.
To-day the greatest fact in the progress of mankind toward the full realisation of his mechanical possibilities is this: Man Hies; man soars in the air; he converts himself into a great bird; he spreads his wings, sets in motion his motor-muscles, rises from the earth, sets out determined to reach a given destination a long ways off, flies straight toward it, reaches it, descends. This is aerial navigation; it is conquest of the air. It is one of man's most wonderful achievements. And in my opinion the triumph of it in nowise depends upon man's ability to make general commercial application of his new-found art, his latest victory over the elements.
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